
Year Of History 

1890 Firemen Rolled Large Casks 
To Fires, Pumped Water By Hand 

By FRED C. WARNER 
Back In the early 1890s Croton 

Falls organized a volunteer (Ire 
department that was one of tbc 
most efficient In upper Westches­
ter 

Previously the community had 
depended upon the fire depart­
ments of adjacent towns to extin­
guish its fires — Katonah to the 
south, Brewster to the north. 

"It's about time we get a fire 
fighting system of our own," rea­
soned a group of local citizens who 
gathered in Union Hall one wintry 
night in January, 1893. Then and 
there the Croton Falls Volunteer 
Fir* Department came into being 
with George Juengst Jr. as presi­
dent and Fred Purdy as chief. 

Naturally, the first requirement 
was some sort of fire fighting ap­
paratus. A committee was appoint­
ed to raise fundi for this purpose. 
Incidental to the main objective 

were the good times that were en­
joyed and the romances that bud­
ded at their garden parties, pic­
nics and strawberry festivals. 

$935 Raised 
In short time the money was 

raised and an order was placed 
for a hand pumper engine, com­
plete with hose and carriage, at a 
total cost of $935. 

The new equipment arrived and 
was housed in an old monkey 
wrench factory. Then the problem 
arose as to the best way to get 
this equipment to any fire that 
might occur at some distance from 
headquarters. 

A resolution adopted by the de­
partment provided: "That five dol 
Iars be paid to the person first to 
appear with a team of horses cap 
able of hauling the equipment to 
the fire." At first that team be 
longed to A . B. Whltlock, the local 
coal and lumber dealer, whose 
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yards were nearby and whose team 
of draft horses was usually avail' 
able. 

Then there was the problem of 
an adequate water supply, espec-
tally when the hose would not 
reach Croton River or the mill 
race that led to Purdys feed mill, 
To meet that situation large casks 
were rolled to the scene of the (Ire, 
following which volunteers—men, 
women and children, with wash 
tubs, copper boilers, buckets and 
cooking pans—carried water from 
every available source and emp­
tied it into the casks. Then, with 
one end of the hose in the cask 
and nozzle trained on the blaze, 
18 men, nine on a side, pumped 
for dear life. 

Crude though these methods ap­
parently were. It Is evident that 
some very effective fire fighting 
was accomplished. Take the case 
of the fire on Cross Street which 
threatened the loss of the entire 
village of Croton Falls early on 
the morning of September 25, 1894. 
Although the Williams Building was 
destroyed, the Abrams Building, 
scarcely a yard away. Masonic 
Hall and other nearby structures 
were saved. 

Help Falls To Arrive 
According to an old newspaper 

account, "At a critical point when 
it seemed all was lost, Joe Sec­
ond's boy, Ernest, was thrown 
Into a saddle, and with a good 
horse under the saddle, was dis­
patched to Brewster to summon 
help. The fact that, for some un­
explained reason, the aid never ar­
rived, so affected the local volun­
teers that they performed feats 
that would have reflected credit 
upon the finest equipped depart­
ment." 

Lake Purdy Unit 
Sets Picnic; Play 
Day For Children 

LAKE P U R D Y — A Labor Day 
picnic and as end-of-summer play 
day for children are In the plan­
ning stage by the Lake Purdy 
Ladies Auxiliary. The picnic will 
be held Saturday, September 
and the play day the following 
Saturday, September 12. 

Mrs. H. Hopkins, chairman, Is 
In charge of planning for the pic 
nic. Festivities will open with a 
mother-daughter Softball game at 
10 a.m. at the playing field. Im­
mediately following will be a pop-
son game. All Interested players 
ore asked to volunteer. 

The annual swimming competi­
tion will be held on the lake at 
2 30 p.m. The grill will open at 
12 noon and a buffet dinner will 
be served from 5 30 to 7-30 p.m. 
Music will be provided from 9 
p.m. by Herb Turner for dancing, 

Mrs. William Galligan is chair­
man for the end-of-summer play 
day, and Mrs. O. J. Denny will 
assist in sports. The event opens 
with a bicycle parade around the 
lake. Prizes will be awarded for 
the following Prettiest decora-
fens, bicycle showing most imagi­
nation and most futuristic vehicle. 
Volunteers are needed for drum 
majorette and music for the 
march. 

Games and races will follow on 
(he playing field. There will be 
dashes, ball throws and relay 
rates by age groups. 

Supper will be served at 5 30 
p.m., after which a king and 
queen of Lake Purdy will be 
crowned and prizes distributed, 

On ah October night three years 
later fire threatened the hamlet 
of Purdy Station, two miles to the 
south. Church and school bells 
in both communities sounded the 
alarm, and Ed Ellis, driving his 
Gilmore Farms Iron grays, soon 
had the apparatus under way. Vol­
unteers clung to the engine rails, 
some thumbed rides, and others 
commandeered a hand car from 
the Harlem Railroad siding and 
pumped their way to Purdy Sta­
tion. However, Chief Purdy, by 
means of trotting horse and rubber 
tired buggy, was among toe first 
to arrive. 

Meanwhile, Driver Ellis was urg­
ing on his Percherons at a clip FIREMEN AT WORK—1891: Cro-
clop, dip clop gait until, at the ton Falls firemen take a break 
half way mark at Casey's Cross- jjt<. r ttghtlng fire In Williams 
lng, while distant flames were . „ „ . . 
turning night Into day. the shouts ? o U d i o « ta C r o t o n F a I U ta <**>-
of the driver and the crack of his 1 8 M - N o » Preod stances of 
whip accelerated the pace. His sr> seme of the men. Young feflow 
rival at the scene at a furious gal- perched en rook of bonding, right 
lop would have done^ credit to a „ „ , „ c . p , , ^ w h o 

more recent movie thriller. Old- , . . , 
timers still boast that the whole " y t " 1 " * ° " » 
operation, from alarm to arrival, T f * 0 T Town of North Salem, 
occupied only 14 miautee. 
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Tree-Fire 
TRUESDALE L A K E — Firemen 

wore called out at 2.10 a.m. Sun, 
day to quell a blaze In some fir 
trees In front of Warren Sumner's 
home ip Trucsdale Lake. The fire­
men could not determine the ori­
gin of the fire. 

GUARDIAN 
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Policy 

I f tragic illness or accident 
struck your family—piling up 
doctor, hospital and surgical 
b i l l s o f $6 ,000 , $7,500 o r 
$10,000—where would the 
money come from? 
T U B G U A R D I A N is mak ing 
insurance history with a new 
Major Medical Expense policy 
called T H E C E N T E N N I A L in 
h o n o r o f t h e c o m p a n y ' s 
approaching 100th birthday. 

T H E C E N T E N N I A L protect* you 
against disastrous bill* that 
might wreck you financially 
and drive you into debt for 
yean. Call or write today for 
complete information, 

T K . O U A R D I A N 
Uf» Inturang* Company 

O F A M E R I C A 

107 Mamawraeck A r e . 
Whi te Flatus, N . Y . 

H E N R Y A . DEPPE, Mgr. 
H t Kisco 6-8851 - 4140 

or W U 6-9411 

Although Doe Smith's dental of­
fice and residence and surround 
lng buildings were ablaze npon 
arrival, yet it Is apparent that 
some excellent work was accom­
plished in order to prevent a much 
greater loss. We make brief men­
tion of the effects of the liquid 
refreshments liberally bestowed 
upon the volunteers by the grate­
ful people whose homes and places 
of business had been saved from 
total destruction. 

People Grateful 
The people of Purdy Station fur­

ther expressed their appreciation 
by sending a delegation to the 
next meeting of the department 
bearing generous gilts and expres 
sions of gratitude. 

As time passed, other fires 
brought extensive damage or com­
plete ruin to Gassman's barber 
shop, the Miller home, the bottling 
works and the livery stables. On 
each occasion, the band pumper 
and its faithful crew gave of their 
very best to combat the flames, 
sometimes successfully, sometimes 
not. 

After a score of years of con. 
tinuous service, this old pumper 
engaged in one of its last fights 
at the burning of the Harvey 
Green home. The writer having 
been one of the volunteers that 
manned the pumper, recalls the oc­
casion and the soaking he received 
from leaky hose and couplings with 
every downward thrust of the ban 

Then followed dlsasterous fires 
with which the aging equipment 
could no longer cope—the White 
house at Purdy Station, the Cro­
ton Falls Hotel, the Wood Build­
ing, the Croton Valley Lumber 
Company, all requiring aid from 
outside sources, often too Utile 
and too late. , 

Around by these conditions, rep­
resentatives of a succeeding gen­
eration gathered on November 6, 
1934, not in the Old Union Hall, 
which had long since disappeared, 
but In the private home of R. L. 
Lenz, and decided "to take such 
steps as to Insure an adequate 
department." 

At that meeting the present mod-
cm Croton Falls Volunteer Fire 
Department was born. 

While this sketch is intended to 
deal with the origin, methods of 
operation, and a few incidents con­
nected with the early department, 
It should be known that from these 
modest beginnings there has de­
veloped a modem fire department 
in which the Town of North Salem 
takes a justflable pride, a fire 
fighting system equally as efficient 
as those of comparable or larger 
Westchester and Putnam commu­
nities. 
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It may be true that aggressive­
ness wDl carry a man far In this 
world, but he needs education for 
ballast. 
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County Center 
Being Renovated 
For Fall Season 

WHITE PLAINS — Annual al­
terations are under way at (he 
Westebcster County Center to 
ready the building for the fall 
season, according to the County 
Recreation Commission, An esti­
mated $34,000 will be spent to 
prepare the center for the more 
than 2,000 individual events, show 
and meetings scheduled during 
the coming year. 

Now in progress are replace­
ment of the wood flooring on the 
main auditorium stage, replace­
ment of the flat roof; construc­
tion of safety steel guards for the 
elevator between basement level 
and auditorium, repainting of the 
Westchester Arts and Crafts 
Workshop, which opens on Sep­
tember 14 and installation of over 
200 fluorescent lighting fixtures. 

Events this fall Include t h e 
Dick Clark Caravan, featuring 
top teenage song stylists, on Sep­
tember 23, professional wrestling 
date* on September 12 and 25 and 
the "Home-A-Rama," a panora­
ma of modem living, which, open* 
October 17. 

A County Center calendar, Bat­
ing all events and acrWAe* tor 
from tho comrnlseion. 
tbo fen-winter season, 1* 1 
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. . . Our low anniversary prices have made us a host of new friends (and satisfied customers, 
too) . . if you haven't been down to see us — T H E R E ' S S T I L L T I M E and S T I L L A L A R G t 
S E L E C T I O N for savings at Stall 's 

SAVE 10% to 60% 

STOLL'S 
A 
Partial 
List of 
Anniversary 
Values 

ANNIV 
W A L N U T BAR - Cell&reUc. 
ilete with glasses, reg. 69. 

JOHN STUART TEA CART. Col-
lapslble for easy storing, reg 59.95, 
Now 2955. 

4-Fc. SOLID HAKDROCK Maple 
Bedroom. P e g g e d construction. 
Open stock. Many pieces to choose 
from. reg. 258. Now 219. 

7-Po. D I N I N G ROOM. Walnut— 
ext. table, 4 chairs, buffet, china, 
reg. 389. Now 329. 

HARVEST T, ̂  
Sprague & Corli 

MAPLE Extension Table with 4 
chairs, reg. 112. Now 96. 

Oiled 
RTED 1 
walnut 

Wall Unit. 
or teak. Individual 

Sleces for your own application. 
0% off* 'Installation charge ex­

tra. 

Solid maple 
n. reg. 124. Now 

3-Pc MODERN SECTIONAL — 
Foam rubber cushions, lifetime 
construction, choice of fabrics, 
reg. 445. Now 359. 

MAPLE BUNK BED. Standard 
size, complete with mattress, guard 
rail, ladder, reg. 129. Now 99. 

DAYSTROM S P c Dinette S e t -
Formica table, leaf, 4 chairs, reg. 
13455. Now 8955. 

We urge you 
to shop early a n d 

take advantage of 
these choice selec­

tions during 
S T O L L ' S B I G 

A N N I V E R S A R Y 
S A L E ! 

DREXEL'S Walnut Dining Table, 
<44"x44"x88"). 4 matching chairs, 
reg. 288 Now 199 floor sample. 

LAMPS. PICTURES AND ACCES­
SORIES 1S% to 60% oft l , "JK. . M O D E R N

 W A L N U T BED­
ROOM, includes Triple Dresser 
Bookcaso Bed. reg. 449. N o w M o ! 

DREXEL'S Walnut Dining Table, 
<44"x44"x88"). 4 matching chairs, 
reg. 288 Now 199 floor sample. 

WALNUT ROOM DIVIDER, 70-tn 
Complete with Interior lighted bar. 
reversible cane tt wood door stor­
age cabinets, reg. 449. Now 349. 

l , "JK. . M O D E R N
 W A L N U T BED­

ROOM, includes Triple Dresser 
Bookcaso Bed. reg. 449. N o w M o ! 

SIMMONS SLEEPERS, 149. 
WALNUT ROOM DIVIDER, 70-tn 
Complete with Interior lighted bar. 
reversible cane tt wood door stor­
age cabinets, reg. 449. Now 349. J-PC CONTEMPORARY B O U D 

OAK BEDROOM, Include* l ane 
dresser and bookcase bed. reg. 4 * . 
Now 319 

10 Occasional Chairs, 50% off 

WALNUT ROOM DIVIDER, 70-tn 
Complete with Interior lighted bar. 
reversible cane tt wood door stor­
age cabinets, reg. 449. Now 349. J-PC CONTEMPORARY B O U D 

OAK BEDROOM, Include* l ane 
dresser and bookcase bed. reg. 4 * . 
Now 319 

10 Occasional Chairs, 50% off 
MOSAIC TABLES. Imported gloss 
tile. 855. 

J-PC CONTEMPORARY B O U D 
OAK BEDROOM, Include* l ane 
dresser and bookcase bed. reg. 4 * . 
Now 319 

4-Pc. BEDROOM—double dresser, 
mirror, chest, bookcase bed, plas­
tic top, sand mahogany or Im­
perial wamut, 28 pieces to choose 
from 10955. 

MOSAIC TABLES. Imported gloss 
tile. 855. 

J-PC CONTEMPORARY B O U D 
OAK BEDROOM, Include* l ane 
dresser and bookcase bed. reg. 4 * . 
Now 319 

4-Pc. BEDROOM—double dresser, 
mirror, chest, bookcase bed, plas­
tic top, sand mahogany or Im­
perial wamut, 28 pieces to choose 
from 10955. 

SIMMONS HTDE-A-BEDS. Beau-
tyrest cushions, choice of fabrics, 
reg. 249. Now 199. 

EARLY AMERCAN W I N G - B A C K 
CHAIR. Foam rubber eu*Moomc 
seat and back. reg. 125. Now 89. 

CONTEMPORAMA" SOFA. 82-ln. 
Walnut base, foam cushions, reg. 
210. Now 179. 

BARCALOUNOER R e a l i s i n g 
Chair Nylon & plastic cover, reg. 
129. Now 99. 

PAUL McCOBB CHAIRS, reg. 79. 
Now 69. 

HI-RISER with linger-Up control. 
extra firm mattresses, reg. 119. 

Now 94. 

. B I G -
SAVINGS 

34 9 5 

Value 54.95 
extra f irm colls full 8-oz. 
cover — prebullt border 

® 

CONSOLE EXTENSION TABLE. 
Ebony, extends to 90-in. reg. 99. 
Now 49 as is. 44 95 

HEYWOOD WAKEFIELD Danish 
—Teak or walnut. Sofa, reg. 199, 
Now 169. Chair, reg. 79, Now 67 

DANISH STACK TABLES, set of 
3—walnut, reg. 2955. Now 1955. 

Value 68.95 
ortho-matte unit 

full 8-oz. cover 
prebullt border 

10 Y R . G U A R A N T E E 

IMPORTED DANISH CHAIR — 
Walnut, zlppered foam cushions, 
reg. 4955. Now 3955. 

TRIPLE DRESSER-MIRROR (10 
Drawers) Solid Maple, Spragu* 

- - - • 244. and Carleton. reg. Now 1 

SPECIAL 

MATTRESS 
& 

BOX SPRING 
SETS 

T W I N SIZE O N L Y 

MATTRESSES 

5495 

Value 79.95 
14 layer ortbocentrlc 
unit, full 8-or,. cover, 

Swiss loom border 
10 Y R . G U A R A N T E E 

i 57 
95 

Value 99.50 
exclusive Loc-tuft construo-
tion, super firm, all felt odh-
structlon, completely znnstin 
lined top and bottom. 

15 Y R . G U A R A N T E E 

O P E N T H U R S . fr F R I . ' T I L 9 P . M . jf** 
S A T U R D A Y T I L L 6 

COLONIAL Wing-Back Sofa — 
Foam rubber cushions, skirts, arm-
covers, reg. 215. Now 193. 

COLONIAL 3-Pc. Sectional. Foam 
rubber cushions, skirts, armcoy-
ers. reg. 319. Now 287. 

MAPLE L I V I N G ROOM TABLES, 
reg. 2255. Now 1755. 

s t o 
furniture co. 

0 

9, 

9 

LAMPS, PICTURES and Acces­
sories, 15% to 60% Off. 

WALNUT ROOM DIVIDER. 70-ln. 
Complete with interior lighted bar, 
reversible cane & wood door stor­
age cabinets, reg. 449. Now 349. 

MODERN through Early American 

7 M a i n S t . M t . Kisco M O 6-8050 

LIBERAL CREDIT TERMS A R R A N G E D 

Why Pay 
More? 

see the farnlture 
styling* by top 

maker* at Stall's 
. . . and SAVE T H E 
STEPS you'd take 
to find them in 
New York City 

or elsewhere. 


